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A chronicle – and a clear-eyed analysis – of the 2007-2009 Hollywood labor strife

The Writers Guild went on strike in 2007. The big issue: fees for programs released on new media such as the Internet. The strike was settled one hundred turbulent days later – but then the Screen Actors Guild spiraled out of control, unwilling to accept the same terms but unable to muster a second strike. As the national economy collapsed, idled writers and actors sacrificed millions of dollars in film and TV wages in order to pursue pennies in new media. All told, the turmoil lasted about two years.

But why? Analyzing events as they unfolded, Los Angeles entertainment attorney and journalist Jonathan Handel lays bare the contracts, economics and politics swirling behind the paradox of Hollywood labor relations. Handel is a uniquely qualified guide: a former associate counsel at the Writers Guild, his law practice at TroyGould focuses on new media and entertainment.  He was described as “one of the most-quoted sources on the strike,” and recently taught a course on entertainment unions and guilds as an adjunct professor at UCLA School of Law. Handel covers entertainment labor as a Contributing Editor for The Hollywood Reporter and his writing also appears on Forbes.com and the Huffington Post. As a commentator, Handel has appeared in the media hundreds of times. 

The 2007-2009 contracts, so hard fought, brought scant months of labor peace: renegotiations began in 2010, and recur every three years. That makes this book, and the author’s blog at jhandel.com, essential reading for anyone who wants to understand Hollywood in the digital age.

The book includes 80 pages of reference materials: abbreviations/glossary, graphic timeline, index, and more. Also included in a Highlights list of selected sections for readers who wish to focus on milestone events and analysis – including Handel’s unique perspective on why Hollywood strikes occur and what can be done to end the cycles of labor unrest.

Jonathan Handel is an attorney practicing entertainment, new media and technology law at TroyGould in Los Angeles and is also a contributing editor at The Hollywood Reporter, where he covers entertainment labor and other business matters.

Interviews on request. Three existing podcasts interviews can be heard at (1) http://www.kansascity.com/2011/03/14/2725516/hollywood-walkout-was-a-tragedy.html; (2) http://media18.podbean.com/pb/f5a6cfe50b4c6a6db87c34f625ba2204/4da71feb/blogs18/148609/uploads/Showbiz_Sandbox_99_How_To_Fix_Hollywoods_Obsolete_Residual_Payments_System_04_10_11.mp3 (segment starts at 47m25); and (3) http://firemark.com/2011/03/10/special-podcast-episode-jonathan-handel-hollywood-on-strike/?awt_l=APrql&awt_m=K2QycV5c4oLJSi.
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Praise from Readers

Handel’s work is always incredibly authoritative and a pleasure to read.


— Patrick Goldstein, “The Big Picture” columnist, the Los Angeles Times

Hollywood’s most sensible legal eagle. Jonathan Handel was one of the most reliable, fair-minded and quotable sources during the Writers Guild of America strike.

— Kansas City Star
I’m going to read this book cover to cover.

— Screen Actors Guild President Ken Howard*
Jonathan brings the insights of an insider – and the instincts of a reporter – to the complex world of Hollywood labor.


— Rebecca Keegan, film writer, the Los Angeles Times*
Labor relations in the entertainment industry are complex and incredibly nuanced. Handel's appreciation of the dynamics and his understanding of the issues are commendable.

— Roberta Reardon, President, American Federation of Television and Radio Artists*
Handel chronicles the WGA strike and SAG negotiations with an attorney’s eye for detail and a blogger’s distinctive point of view.

— Carol Lombardini, President, Alliance of Motion Picture and Television Producers*
Handel covers the entertainment labor world as obsessively as any human possibly can.


— The Hollywood Reporter

Handel’s latest article has the kind of detail we love. A major wow with interesting analysis. His work is invariably thought provoking.


— SAGWatch.net
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